Eligible for Medicare Now What?
Turning 65 To Do List
Congratulations, You are 1 of 10,000 Baby Boomers Turning 65 Each & Every Day
For 20 Years! The milestone of your 65th birthday may be here or just over the horizon.
But you know very little, if anything, about Medicare. Do you need it? What does it cover?
When should you sign up? Etc. Etc. Etc. You Have Questions…. You Need Answers!
For Most People, Turning 65 Means You’re Eligible for Original Medicare, Part A and
Part B. This federal program provides hospital insurance and some medical insurance to
Age 65 Plus Americans and those under 65 in certain special cases.
You have Options and Choices available for Healthcare Coverage when you are
Turning 65. At this time, you could add a stand-alone Medicare Prescription Drug Plan to
your Original Medicare to receive Prescription Medication Coverage. Or you may choose
to enroll in Medicare Part C, also called Medicare Advantage. These plans are available
from private insurance companies and must offer the same benefits as Part A and Part B,
but may add more coverage such as Vision, Dental, or Prescription Drug Benefits. Or you
may choose to enroll in Medicare Supplement Insurance (called Medigap) that is also
available to add to your Medicare coverage and help cover the “gaps” in Original Medicare.
If You’re Still Working and Have Healthcare Coverage, Medicare may not be your
answer. But it’s important to think about it a little bit in advance, especially when you are
Turning 65. If you plan to stay on your group health insurance plan when you turn 65, then
Please Do Not Let Anyone Try and Convince You to elect your Medicare Part B benefits
(Medical Insurance). You could be making monthly payments that you don’t need to do yet.
Also, Filing for Medicare Isn't Automatic. Although Medicare eligibility begins at age 65,
enrollment is only automatic for those who already have begun receiving Social Security
benefits. In that case, the government mails a Medicare Card three months before the
date of eligibility. Those who aren't already receiving Social Security can apply for
Medicare through the Social Security Administration, online or by visiting a local office.
Be Aware of the Late Enrollment Penalty— If you don’t enroll in Medicare when you are
first eligible, you may face stiff penalties when you do go to enroll – and those penalties will
be with you for as long as you have Medicare. Now Is The Time To Find Out, No Surprises!

Please Note: This information is for Informational Purposes Only and is believed correct but is
subject to change and is not warranted. It’s not, nor is it intended to be, a substitute for legal advice.
You should consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation. As well, you should
consult an accountant for advice on financial matters relating to your unique personal situation.

Time Table: Turning 65 To Do List
8
7 to 9 Months Before Your 65th Birthday
•

Contact the Social Security Administration at 1-800-772-1213, TTY: 1-800-3250778, or go online to ssa.gov to confirm your eligibility for Medicare benefits.

•

Review Your Current Healthcare Insurance Coverage to find out what happens
after you become Medicare eligible. If you are working, contact your Human
Resources department.

4 to 6 Months Before Your 65th Birthday
•

Check with your current doctors to see if they accept Medicare.

•

Learn and Research Medicare Coverage Options in your area from your Turning
65 Specialist or by going online to Medicare.gov

•

When you Turn 65, if you have only a few assets and / or they are of minimal
value (not including your home), and your income meets federal or state minimum
requirements, you may qualify for medical and financial assistance. Through
Medicaid, you can be fully covered for the costs of health care, long-term home care
and, if you qualify, nursing home residence care. In addition, you may qualify for
Supplemental Security Income, which is a small monthly cash assistance. Ask your
Turning 65 Specialist for qualifications and how to apply.

•

Contact Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (Toll Free), or visit your local Social
Security office to confirm your eligibility for Medicare again and to determine the
earliest date when you can request your Medicare Card.

•

Plan to enroll on time to avoid penalties and delays in coverage; depending on
when it is best for you and whether or not you are still working.

•

If you plan to enroll in your Initial Enrollment Period, set a reminder for yourself for
3 months before your 65th birthday.

•

Review your current health insurance policy to find out what happens with that
coverage when you turn 65.

•

Become familiar with Medicare and its various parts: A, B, C and D.
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subject to change and is not warranted. It’s not, nor is it intended to be, a substitute for legal advice.
You should consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation. As well, you should
consult an accountant for advice on financial matters relating to your unique personal situation.

•

Contact your Turning 65 Specialist to receive a Free, No-Obligation
Informational Healthcare Benefits Review for Healthcare Choices, Options &
Solutions. You can reach your Turning 65 Specialist 6 days a week, 9 A.M. to 6
P.M.

3 Months Before Your 65th Birthday
•

Enroll in Medicare Part A and Part B. If you haven’t received your automatic
enrollment packet (Medicare Card) in the mail, contact the Social Security
Administration at 1-800-772-1213, TTY/TDD: 1-800-325-0778, or go online to
ssa.gov.

•

Research Medicare Plan Insurance Options with your Turning 65 Specialist.

•

Select your Medicare Coverage Option and reach out to your Turning 65
Specialist for Choice, Options & Solutions and to ask ANY questions you may have.

•

Enroll in a Medicare Plan / Option that fits your needs.

Turning 65 Helpful Hints – Contact Your Turning 65 Specialist With Any
Questions.
Give Yourself Plenty Of Time To Learn About Medicare Choices, Options &
Solutions: It’s a system with many choices and deadlines. Being informed is the best way
to avoid mistakes that cost money.
Don’t Expect To Be Notified When It’s Time To Sign Up: Unless you’re already
receiving Social Security benefits, you must apply for Medicare. But you won’t get any
official notice on when or how to enroll.
Enroll When You’re Supposed To: To avoid permanent late penalties, enroll at age 65 if
you’re not working, don’t have employer insurance or live abroad; or, beyond 65, enroll
within eight months of stopping work – perhaps even if you continue to receive COBRA or
retiree health benefits from an employer.
Don’t Despair If You Haven’t Worked Long Enough To Qualify: You may qualify for
Medicare on your current or former spouse’s work record. Or you may be able to buy into
the program.
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consult an accountant for advice on financial matters relating to your unique personal situation.

Don’t Worry That Poor Health Will Affect Your Coverage: If you qualify for Medicare,
you receive full benefits. You can’t be denied coverage or charged higher premiums
because of current or past health problems.
Remember That Medicare Is Not Free: You pay premiums for coverage and copayments
for most services, unless you qualify for a low-income program or have other, extra
insurance.
Don’t Assume That Medicare Covers Everything: It covers a wide range of health
services (including expensive ones like organ transplants), prescription drugs and medical
equipment. But there are gaps.
Don’t Expect Medicare To Cover Your Dependents: Nobody can get Medicare under
age 65, except those who qualify through Social Security Disability.
=================================

Additional Turning 65 To Do List
While these steps are not necessarily related to your Medicare coverage, they are
important, and now would be a good time to address them as you Turn 65.
•

Claim your Social Security Benefits. You can claim your Social Security
retirement at various times, but you can claim your full Social Security benefits when
you turn 66. And at the same time, you can earn an income and not be penalized.
However, you can claim reduced benefits as early as age 62. Or, you can wait until
age 70 and claim greater benefits. Please note that while you are able to file for
Social Security benefits at age 62, this does not qualify you to receive Medicare
benefits at age 62.

•

Social Security: Filing age. About half of all Americans file for Social Security at
age 62–the first year of eligibility for benefits. But for most, it’s a costly mistake that
will mean foregoing thousands of dollars in higher benefits. Although you can begin
receiving checks at 62 annual benefits will be boosted for every year that you wait,
up to age 70.

•

Prepare Legal Documents: If you haven’t already, now is a good time to get
documents in order (Such as a Will, Power of Attorney for Finances, or Living Will).
Even though you have many years to live, decision-making could become difficult
due to a sudden change of events. That’s why it’s important to make your health
care, end-of-life care, finance and estate decisions now. Ask your Turning 65
Specialist for a Sample Copy of the Advance Health Care Directive Form.
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•

Consider Long-Term Care Insurance. A private long-term care insurance policy
can help pay for long-term home care or residence in an assisted-living facility or
nursing home -- things that Medicare doesn't cover. The policies can be expensive,
however, and are something of a financial gamble. If you haven't bought long-term
care insurance but think you might be interested, now -- when you're in your mid-60s
-- is the last age at which buying a new policy is affordable for most people.

•

Find Out About Extra Help If You Have Low Income and Few Assets . There is
both full medical coverage and direct financial help available to people 65 and over
who have low income and few assets other than their homes. Medicaid can pay the
full cost not only for medical care but also for long-term home care and nursing
home residence. Supplemental Security Income can provide small monthly cash
assistance in addition to Social Security benefits.

•

Guaranteed Life Insurance. If you don’t currently have Life Insurance to take care
of Final Expenses, etc. now would be a good time to find out about your options. A
lot of folks don’t realize that there is a product in the marketplace called Guaranteed
Life Insurance, up to Age 80+. Ask your Turning 65 Specialist about your options!

Please Note: This information is for Informational Purposes Only and is believed correct but
is subject to change and is not warranted. It’s not, nor is it intended to be, a substitute for legal
advice. You should consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation. As well,
you should consult an accountant for advice on financial matters relating to your unique personal
situation.

This is an important time, so make sure you ask questions and give
careful consideration to what is important regarding your health
coverage. There are so many choices, and each plan has something a
little different to offer and they each have some pluses and minuses to
their coverage. If you would like help from a truly unbiased Medicare
professional contact me,

Paul Barrett
Medicare Specialist
631-805-5573
25 Melville Park Rd. Melville, New York 11747
www.paulbinsurance.com

